Notes and Quotes — Odd Partners — Worship and Justice

Is. 58.5-10 - You humble yourselves by going through the motions of penance, bowing your heads like reeds
bending in the wind. You dress in burlap and cover yourselves with ashes. Is this what you call fasting? Do
you really think this will please the LORD?® “No, this is the kind of fasting | want: Free those who are wrongly
imprisoned; lighten the burden of those who work for you. Let the oppressed go free, and remove the
chains that bind people.” Share your food with the hungry, and give shelter to the homeless. Give clothes to
those who need them, and do not hide from relatives who need your help. ® “Then your salvation will come
like the dawn, and your wounds will quickly heal. Your godliness will lead you forward, and the glory of the
LorD will protect you from behind. °Then when you call, the LorD will answer. ‘Yes, | am here,” he will
quickly reply. “Remove the heavy yoke of oppression. Stop pointing your finger and spreading vicious
rumors! '° Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble. Then your light will shine out from the darkness, and
the darkness around you will be as bright as noon.

Amos 5.11-12 - You trample on the poor and force him to give you grain. Therefore, though you have built
stone mansions, you will not live in them; though you have planted lush vineyards, you will not drink their
wine. For | know how many are your offenses and how great your sins. You oppress the righteous and
take bribes and you deprive the poor of justice in the courts.

Amos 5:21-27 - ' “| hate, | despise your religious feasts; | cannot stand your assemblies. > Even though you
bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, | will not accept them. Though you bring choice fellowship
offerings, | will have no regard for them. > Away with the noise of your songs! | will not listen to the music
of your harps. ** But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream! *> “Did you
(ONLY) bring me sacrifices and offerings forty years in the desert, O house of Israel? * You have lifted up
the shrine of your king, the pedestal of your idols, the star of your god which you made for

yourselves. > Therefore | will send you into exile beyond Damascus,” says the LORD, whose name is God
Almighty.

Our spiritual life, then, is not just a feeling, an idea, or a spiritual romance. No! It is an embodiment of God’s

vision for humanity clearly spoken in the words of Jesus and visualized in concrete ways in his action. -
Robert E. Webber

Eph. 1:11-12 — ™ In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who
works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, *>in order that we, who were the first to
hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.




